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Astonishing Silences

October 19th - 3:15 - 4:00 pm:
______________________________________________________________________________________
Silenced Voices and Humanitarian Crisis in Colombia

Vida y Paz*

Colombia is experiencing one of the most complex and bloody conflicts in recent years and is at the centre stage of competing international interests and forces (e.g. USA’s $1.3 billion Colombia Plan). This collective presentation by Vida y Paz Colombia will show the profound impact that long lasting armed violence -- from the army, right-wing paramilitaries, leftist guerrilla, narco-traffickers and urban militias, is having on the civilian population and the serious humanitarian crisis experienced in the country. The presentation will be made in several voices and will draw on our experience as Colombians, popular educators, human rights workers, and refugees. We will highlight the rich diversity of resistance movements against the war and their efforts to construct projects for life. A great majority of these grassroots social movements are questioning armed struggle as a path for the construction of democracy and are building innovative proposals for a democratic citizenship, a pedagogy of non-violence, and pacific coexistence. These alternative proposals claim for a negotiated resolution to the conflicts and search for equity and social justice in a country with ample social and economic inequalities. Our presentation will mix media (slides and music), performance and verbal information to examine the interrelationships between social justice, conflict resolution and a pedagogy of non violence in the work of Colombian social movements of women, youth, trade-unionists, and indigenous peoples.

* Vida y Paz is a Vancouver based group whose objective is to raise awareness in British Columbia about the Colombian humanitarian crisis and the non-violent social movements that mobilize for the construction of peace and the defense of human rights.
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