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Since the early 1980s, attempts have been made in schools in Canada, Australia, and elsewhere to focus the curriculum on the child's developing imaginative grasp of the world.  An original and insightful theoretical framework has been developed in conjunction with this work (Egan, 1997), and many teachers have reported striking successes in nurturing children's powers of observation, description, and creation.  Nonetheless, this approach has remained relatively little-used, and several attempts to replicate it on a school-wide basis have failed. 


In a recent research project we interviewed a number of teachers and administrators who displayed considerable diversity in their interpretations and uses of Kieran Egan's work.  Not surprisingly, the deepest engagement with imaginative education as a distinctive pedagogical approach was found among those who seemed to have achieved a "state of praxis," in which their theoretical and practical understandings had become intertwined.  The state of praxis exemplified by these educators seems to have been arrived at primarily through involvement in a community of practice (Lave & Wenger, 1991), and through engagement in ongoing intellectual effort.  In all cases it also appears to include an understanding of the whole person as the focus of the educational process.  We propose these research findings be the starting point for an interactive forum in which research participants will share their perspectives on the notion of imaginative education as praxis and in which attendees will be warmly invited to participate.
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This proposal was written by three interlocutors, engaged in philosophical critique, over supper. We came together in-tension seeking refuge in conversation and found a writing space emerging from the silence places in-between. Our conversation took off from the ends of a presentation by Jacques Daignault speaking as a noted scholar at CSCI in the summer of 2002. Daignault led us to Deleuze and we began to work the space of philosophy as pedagogy/ pedagogy as philosophy. Working the discourse from multiple positions, we ask: who is missing-in-action?
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