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Re/Writing Democracy in the Writing Workshop Classroom

Patrick Inglis


Drawing from classroom experience, this study is a critique of the way in which the writing workshop approach to writing instruction falls short as a framework for democratic participation both in theory and practice. A student centred writing workshop classroom, of the kind described in Graves (1994), Atwell (1998), and Calkins (1994), in which student writing is granted indiscriminate respect regardless of content, influence, and purpose, promotes individualism and diminishes the role of the teacher to that of an “intellectual servant” (Edelsky, 1999). Ultimately, such a curriculum trivializes difference and conflict and makes it difficult for teachers to help instill in students those capacities and dispositions we value in a democracy–that of the weighing of ideas and the ability to contribute positively toward the progress of society, as both a group as well as an individual endeavor. Instead, as this study shows, the writing classroom can be democracy in the real, where diverse ideas develop, converge, and clash. This study uses Dewey’s (1944) idea of democracy as an instrument of cooperation, the sharing of resources, and as a way to help individuals collectively do better, make more of the world, improve the quality of life, and reduce hardship. 


**************************************************************************************
Astonishing silences versus abstract sleep: Re-thinking nature of scientific knowledge
M. W. Roth & L. Laroche


We, two scientists, science educators, and poets, propose to re-think the nature and the scope of scientific literacy. Contemporary science education is focused on teaching and learning rigid mechanistic abstract lab science, disconnected from the natural and social world. Scientific literacy is understood as if it were merely a collection of disjoined scientific facts. In our presentation, which will be conducted as a dialogue with an audience, we intend to discuss a “fluid” approach to understanding scientific literacy as an on-going, evolving, deep juxtaposition of; local, commonsense, scientific, political, philosophical, metaphysical, and poetic knowledge; the ability to enter into a dialogue with those who make decisions; and as a capacity to imagine ways for creating a better world. We will describe practical manifestations of a new approach to understanding the scientific literacy, which emerged from our own teaching and research. And… we will read our poetry… 

**************************************************************************************

Data as Evocation, Research Representation as Provocation: An intervention approach to epistemic understanding

Marcia Braundy


Research re/presentations that engage a multiplicity of ways of knowing make knowledge creation the responsibility/possibility of the audience/reader as well as the author. Evocative stories evoke subjectivity lessons for further conversation based on intimate detail rather than abstracted facts.  Only when you have put yourself fully in the space and spirit of the other, can you interpret and portray the circumstances, motivation and emotion of those whose stories you are telling, only then can an evocative relationship be built with the reader/audience that leads to “emotional understanding” (Ellis, 2000b).  Thus the interpretation, and the possibility of interaction in dissemination of research incorporates pedagogy, the content and process of teaching and learning, as an integral part of the research methodology, because without the ability to communicate what is being learned, what is the point of research? And if that communication does not touch an emotional as well as an intellectual space, can integrated learning take place? Through reflections on Systems Theory (Bogdanov, 1913-1921, 1996; Capra, 1996), on Performance Studies (Schechner, 1998); (Phelan & Lane, 1998) and Performative Inquiry (Fels, 1998) and a theatrical representation of academic research, Men and Women and Their Tools (Braundy, 2002), I share my epistemic framework for social change in gender relations. Even with a text, you are not alone.

