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Education’s welcome: A question of guests, hosts and hospitality

Michael Ling and Claudia Ruitenberg


The question of hospitality relates both to specific educational institutions and to the field of education as a whole. In this dialogue, we will draw on the work of Jacques Derrida and John Caputo to ask: How hospitable is education? What does it mean to be a good host? We will consider the positions of both host and guest, and explore how we can learn as well as teach how to be good hosts and guests in the “home” of education. We will use slides, of doorways, entrances, portals, to illustrate that openings in the borders between inside and outside are always necessary as well as risky: without these openings, what is inside the borders will suffocate, but each opening entails the risk of unknown bodies entering and possibly threatening the inside as it is. In what space does education receive its guests? The “home” of education is a “community” of education, and guests are received in a communal space. We will use Derrida’s reflections on the concept of “community” to discuss this space. For Caputo, hospitality requires that the host makes the guest at home while retaining the home for her/himself. In education, each host is a guest: s/he has not built the home of education, but has been received in an existing home, with a past that stretches out beyond her/his past. How can and should we live with the tension between respect for the history and tradition of the home of education, and hospitality to unknown guests? 

**************************************************************************************
Rituals of absence, silence and violence: Remembered pedagogies of school and family

Alison Pryer
In this presentation I narrate short autobiographical texts that explore my personal experiences of childhood physical and sexual abuse, concentrating on the ways in which the violence and trauma within my family created silences in my life.  I also read further short autobiographical texts that examine my repeated experiences of curricular silencing in both school and in a teacher education program.  These silences functioned to deny the realities of childhood abuse and violence against women and children, thereby intensifying the trauma and violence of the pedagogy of my family. 

The mind is embodied, and the body is a primary pedagogical site.  Yet paradoxically, the pedagogy of childhood sexual abuse frequently creates a legacy of disembodiment, where sensory perceptions are pushed to the background of awareness and into a mode of semi-consciousness or unconsciousness.  For children who live with the experience of sexual abuse, curricular silences on this “taboo” topic further heighten the experience of disembodiment, as well as fuelling overwhelming feelings of isolation, guilt and shame.      

**************************************************************************************
Remembering…a way of coming to consciousness

alexandra fidyk


“Remembering…a way of coming to consciousness” was written as a wo(a)ndering about the tension inherent within the notions of in/ex/clusion (language, identity), the un/settled (place, self, horizons), and the un/familiar (culture, politics) which contribute to a richer understanding of the multiple layers of awareness.  Indirectly this narrative also deals with the stranger as well as the idea of “strangeness within the self” (Kristeva).  


Educators often fail to encourage multiple readings and interpretations in coming to an understanding of a text, event, or memory.  Acknowledging the polyvocality of text invites multi and intertextual involvement as readers.  Polyvocality not only deepens the spaces of interpretation but also opens spaces or gaps as a locus for ethos (ethical attention).


This presentation offers a polyvocal narrative which explores the role of memory, the act of remembering, as a way of meaning making and self-composition.  Through a meandering, multi-strand mix of voices from autobiographical (Durrell, Fidyk), philosophical (Keller, Wittgenstein), travel (Soueif, van Herk), political (bhabha, Said, Chambers) and literary (Mahfouz, Durrell) writing, the text plays with space/place, time, and a self that feels itself “to be rememberingly” (Keller).  I address the importance of dialogic self-knowledge in the process of self-composition by valuing multiple interpretations of one event, in particular, of living in Cairo.

