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Learning from Idiosyncrasy: Evangelical Outsider Artists and Literary Expression

Faith Shields


The twentieth century was one in which established Western artists and writers often sought inspiration from sources outside of high culture.  They explored the artwork and writing of self-taught artists, children, spiritualists and the mentally ill. In North America this work was given the name “Outsider Art,” with the publication of a book by Roger Cardinal in 1972.  (Russell, 2001, p. 17)  One type of Outsider artist is the Protestant evangelical visionary. These artists typically view their work as divinely ordained and as a force for public, spiritual education. They are “outsiders” in a variety of senses:  they worship on the margins of a non-mainstream religious sect, they are typically autodidacts, both as artists and writers, and the work which they produce is not easily categorized. Yet, these artists recognize and utilize the expressive potential of literary and visual media for their specific didactic and hortatory ends. Evangelical Outsider artists can provide insight into the acquisition of literacy and the use of language for didactic purposes outside the framework of institutional education. 

**************************************************************************************
Education Not Being There

Charles Bingham


This paper investigates the role of non-presence in the educational relation, an aspect that one might call the pedagogical "remnant."  I argue that educational research into the pedagogical relation is too often plagued by a 'metaphysics of presence,' that we tend to neglect the significance of whatever is not immediately present. The paper shows that non-presence cannot be ignored. I rely on the work of Jessica Benjamin for this understanding of non-presence. Together with Benjamin, I make the case that non-presence is central to pedagogy, at least as central as presence. Non-presence and presence are symbiotic components in the educational relation.  

************************************************************************

States of emergency...state of nature: Creating "the normal" through a tale of a farm school in South Africa 

Dalene Swanson



This narrative is a reflexive and critical exploration of the process of ethnographic and qualitative research in a context of constructed “disadvantage.” It engages with the multiple dilemmas and shifting ‘contexts of complexity’ which inhere in research of this nature. The narrative relates to my experience of visiting a farm school in a remote and “impoverished” rural area of South Africa. The narrative is autobiographical in nature. However, stories are told through the voices of characters in the narrative and through the silences produced in context through the intersection of these voices.


In the narrative, I introduce the concept of ‘performance,’ in describing the ‘everyday,’ and return to it as a dominant theme, throughout this narrative, as a means to explore the relationships between the qualities of ‘performance’ and research, and to view discourse as ‘dramatic event’ and ‘production’ (in both the sociological as well as theatrical senses of the word), framed within the auditorium of ‘context.’
