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Considerations on Gift

Rauna Kuokkanen



Drawing upon indigenous articulations as well as Derrida's notion of gift, I will discuss the (im)possible gift of indigenous epistemes to the academy. ‘The (im)possible gift of indigenous epistemes’ refers to a condition where the academic world practices ‘sanctioned ignorance’ (Spivak 1999) by not acknowledging the gift of other epistemes.
**************************************************************************************
Responsibility in a Different Key:  Toward a Levinasian Framework for Pedagogy

Ann Chinnery


When talking with educators about Emmanuel Levinas’s ethics, the discussion inevitably comes round to the question, "So what do we do on Monday morning?"  And, indeed, one of the biggest stumbling blocks in trying to get to grips with Levinas’s thought is that he offers no practical advice, no straightforward answers or prescriptions for practice.  He claims no recourse to moral principle, no appeal to codes of conduct, nor is there any comfort to be had in adhering to the ‘right’ norms or virtues or values.  Rather, the entire body of Levinas’s work can be seen as an attempt to break with Western thought and with the very modes of thinking that have come to characterize ethics as we now know it.  Levinas rejects the prevailing construal of subjectivity as sovereign rational autonomy and posits instead that subjectivity is constituted by ethical responsibility to and for the other. 


So, what would it mean for education if, like Levinas, we were to reject the Enlightenment ideal of the subject as a substantial or mastering center of meaning, and see subjectivity as always already constituted by ethical responsibility to and for the other?  In this paper, I will begin to take up that question using jazz improvisation as a metaphor.  More specifically, I will draw on Frank Barrett’s (2000) notion of an "aesthetic of surrender" to unpack the kinds of capacities and dispositions required for a radically responsible and responsive pedagogy.

**************************************************************************************

The Price of Forgetting Nature: Silence as Subversion;

Reclaiming Traces of Nature through Emergent Critical Narrative

Franc Feng


Silence. Absence. Marginalization. Bracketing. Exclusion. We know these words well, for they are signs of our times, yet we must read them critically. Thus, while it is true this collection of poignant synonyms articulates pain of omission, leaving out the Other, ourselves, and World-- ironically, within its matrix, lies the spark of liberation from silence, through dialectical critique. Paradoxically, because of its ubiquitous sweep, silence lends itself to subversion -- when viewed as a powerful metaphor through which we interrelate and deconstruct the ethos of violence to culture and nature around us in marginalization of women, First Nations, Orientals, visible minorities, people with difficulties, alternate sexual orientations, economically disadvantaged, and the violation of the Earth.

