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The Ontology of Silence 

(Sightseeing the scintillating silences and their profusely philosophical and educational implications) 

Sayyed Mohsen Fatemi

This presentation will be a philosophical and yet poetic analysis of silence and its educational overtures. The paper starts with addressing some philosophical questions on the nature and quiddity of silence, such as: Does silence exist or does it existentially rely on lack of an existence in order to become existent? The paper will critically touch upon these issues and will examine silence in light of language. The paper will then look into the horizons of silence in education and will discuss the moments of silence in exploring philosophical and educational questions. Here, the paper will argue how silence can unfold possibilities for exploring the realms that may not have been well excavated through the exuberance of words and locution. The presentation will also discuss the relationship between silence and mindfulness and their implications on education.

************************************************************************

Confronting Existential Questions: The Musical and Educational Benefits of Free Improvisation

Jared Burrows

Music can be a powerful means of exploring and liberating the self and in developing an understanding of the individual's place in the community.  Unfortunately, music education has traditionally focused on developing skills for learning, interpreting, and performing the canon of European art music.  In the pursuit of these goals, the individual's needs for creativity and self-expression have often been pushed to the periphery.  In this tradition, the student musician often remains unaware of music's innate transformative power and self-liberating potential because they are caught up in the activity of performing someone else's music.


For many people in Western society today, identity is a matter of what we consume.  We live in a world where having the right kind of running shoes or sport utility vehicle can seem essential to a sense of belonging and well-being.  Music making, especially improvised music making offers a more substantial way of constructing a view of self where a sense of identity stems from what people create and share with their communities.   The process of free musical improvisation draws the musician into a confrontation with existential questions about aesthetic values and identity: What is my music? What do I want to share with the world through music?  As an alternative to traditional music pedagogy, this paper proposes a pedagogical approach which focuses on developing and liberating the musical identity of the individual and explores the ways in which free improvisation can help students to confront and begin to answer existential questions.

************************************************************************

Aesthetic Education and Globalization

Stuart Richmond


Globalization assumes that market forces aided by technology are sufficiently able to meet essential human needs. Yet there is ample evidence that globalization is damaging to people and the environment.  I assume that globalization in its present form is not inevitable and that it can be shaped more towards the public good through the context of  education, and in particular, aesthetic education.  I argue for the value of the aesthetic dimension; for art as a way of understanding reality; for the value of art making; for the development of respect and appreciation for culturally diverse art forms as well as the unique qualities of local culture, community and identity; for an approach that learns from contemporary art practice but also values traditional philosophies and respect for the environment. These features can offset the pragmatic ideologies of globalization by developing persons who are able to perceive clearly, be creative, and believe in themselves as actors having ideas and values that reflect the importance of the unique, the culturally diverse, the intrinsically good, and the broader needs of the community.  There can be no guarantee of the effectiveness of such an education. Nevertheless, the arguments advanced in the paper may help justify the belief that as educators working in collaboration with our students we can make a difference.  

